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I. General information 
 

1. We are pleased to inform that the Faculty of Humanities (later called Faculty) 
of the University of Bielsko-Biala has recently obtained a right to confer on the 
academic title of a doctor in the area of  literature studies; the notion 
“literature studies” entails the following branches of humanities: history of 
literature, literary criticism, theory and practice of translation of belles-lettres 
items, topics bridging literature and culture studies and/or literature studies 
and cultural anthropology. 

2. The rights conferred upon the Faculty on November 23rd , 2015 resulted from 
the decision of the Central Committee for Degrees and Titles, a national organ 
acting on the Appointment of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland. 

3. The Faculty does not run doctoral studies; it only helps possible candidates in 
gaining their scientific titles of  the Doctor of Humanities by enabling them to 
open and conclude all the scientific procedures that result with giving the 
abovementioned titles to them. 

4. All the particularities that concern the abovementioned procedures describing 
the processes of giving/gaining doctoral titles to the candidates at the Faculty 
of Humanities of the University of Bielsko-Biala can be found in the 
Regulations to Obtain a Doctoral Degree at the Faculty of Humanities of the 
University of Bielsko-Biala.  

5. The basic legislation governing the procedures of conferring academic titles 
and degrees in Poland 
– The Act of 27 July 2005. Law on Higher Education (National Gazette of 

2012, item. 572, as amended); 
– The Act of 14 March 2003. On Academic Degrees and Titles and on 

Degrees and Titles in Art (National Gazette of 2014 poz.1852, as 
amended); 

– Regulation of the Minister of Science and Higher Education of 30 October, 
2015 r. on the specific procedures and conditions to carry out activities in 
the doctoral and habilitation proceedings, and proceedings for awarding 
the title of professor (National Gazette of 2015 item. 1842, as amended) 

– Regulation of the Minister of Science and Higher Education of 14 
September 2011 on the amount and terms of payment to PhD theses 
supervisors and for reviews and feedback in the doctoral, or habilitation 
proceedings and proceedings for granting the title of professor (National 
Gazette of 2014. Pos. 48 as amended). 

– Regulation of the Minister of Science and Higher Education of 8 August 
2011 on the areas of expertise, fields of science and art, and scientific and 
artistic disciplines (National Gazette of 2011 No. 179, item. 1065). 

– The Act of 30 April 2010 on the Rules of Financing of Science (National 
Gazette of 2014. Pos. 1620 as amended); 

– Resolution No. 941/09 / V / 2013 of the Senate of the University of 
Bielsko-Biala of 24 September 2013 on the form and design of diplomas 
concluding the processes of conferring doctoral and habilitation degrees 
upon candidates. 
 



II. Information concerning a candidate for the degree of doctor, choice of 
supervisor and initiation of a doctorate 

 
1. The initiation of a doctoral degree may apply to a person who: 

 

• has a Master's degree or its equivalent or has a diploma, referred to in Art. 
191a paragraph. 3 and 4 of the Act of 27 July 2005. - Law on Higher 
Education, 

• has published, or has got accepted for publication, a scientific publication in 
the form of  a book (monograph), or has at least one scientific publication 
(article) in a reviewed scientific journal included in the list of scientific 
journals announced by the Minister of Education in accordance with the 
regulations issued pursuant to art. 44 § 2 of the Act of 30 April 2010, Rules 
of Financing of Science (National Gazette of 2014. Pos. 1620), or in reviewed 
materials of international scientific conference; 

• submits to the Dean of the Faculty of Humanities an application requesting 
to initiate his/her doctoral processing, together with the following 
attachments: 
– personal questionnaire, 
– application for the opening of a doctorate with the theme and concept of the 

dissertation, indicating the area of knowledge, field of science and 
discipline, she/he would like to have opened the doctoral proceedings in; 

– a proposal regarding his/her PhD supervisor, together with te4h 
supervisor’s declaration of consent to undertake this function and 
his/her opinion on the progress of the doctoral dissertation of the 
candidate, 

– the original, or a certified copy of the Master’s diploma, 
– an upgraded list of the papers (monographs, articles) related to the field 

of science; 
– information concerning his/her activities popularizing (the field of) 

science, 
– a written undertaking to cover the costs of a doctoral degree, 
– optionally:  a suggestion for the position of a second supervisor, co-

supervisor or auxiliary supervisor; 
– optionally:  a copy of the certificate (s) confirming his/her level/s/ of 

proficiency of the modern language/s/;, 
– optionally:  a request for consent to submit a doctoral dissertation in 

a language other than Polish (English, Spanish, Czech, Russian). 
 

2. The doctoral proceedings are initiated by a resolution of the Council of the 
Faculty of Humanities and after the Candidate has been found to have met 
the relevant provisions of law and  the Regulations to Obtain a Doctoral 
Degree at the Faculty of Humanities of the University of Bielsko-Biala. 

 



3. The Candidate can be conferred upon a Doctor’s Degree after she/he has 
positively concluded his/her doctoral proceedings and after the unanimous 
decision of the Council of the Faculty of Humanities of the University of 
Bielsko-Biala. The Candidate must fulfill the following requirements: 

• has a Master's degree or its equivalent or has a diploma, referred to in Art. 
191a paragraph. 3 and 4 of the Act of 27 July 2005. - Law on Higher 
Education, 

• passed his/her doctoral examinations in 
– his/her major scientific discipline; 
– additional scientific discipline (philosophy, sociology, economy); 
– modern foreign language (or, optionally, has presented a certificate 

confirming his/her level/s/ of proficiency of a/the modern 
language/s/; 

• presented and defended his/her doctoral dissertation; 
 

4. Under current law doctoral proceedings can be carried out at the Faculty of 
Humanities in cooperation with another Polish institution of higher 
education or  within international cooperation with a foreign institution of 
higher education. 

 
5. Possibility of cancellation of a conferred doctoral degree for plagiarism: 

• pursuant to Art. 29a. Act of 14 March 2003. On Academic Degrees and 
Titles and on Degrees and Titles in Art (National Gazette of 2014 poz.1852, 
as amended.) "(…) Council of a competent organizational unit [...] has a 
right to annul the proceedings resulting in giving one an academic degree, 
if in the work being the basis for conferring the said degree, a degree seeker 
arrogated to her/himself a significant portion of authorship or other parts 
of another person's work or scientific findings ". 

 
6. The financial issues connected with obtaining the doctor’s degree at the 

Faculty 

• obtaining a doctor’s degree in the discipline of literature studies at the 
Faculty of Humanities is paid for; 

• the fee for the opening/concluding a doctoral degree is taken from the 
candidate, or from the unit financing his/her academic activity (e.g. another 
university, another higher public school/college, or a private social-
cultural/educational institution, or economic entity); 

• the fee is charged in two installments (the first installment: when initiating 
the proceedings, the second installment - up to 14 days after the resolution 
of the Faculty Council on conferring, or refusal to confer a doctoral degree 
upon the candidate, or the closure of a doctorate); 

• when a candidate is an academic employed by the University of Bielsko-
Biala, the fees for the doctoral proceedings may be covered by the financial 
means of the Faculty employing the candidate, that remain at the disposal 
of the Faculty Dean, on condition she/he has agreed to do so; 

 



III. Concluding information 
Any person interested in opening his/her doctoral proceeding  in literature 
studies at the Faculty of Humanities of the University of Bielsko-Biala  is kindly 
advised to get in touch with the Head of the Faculty, Mrs. Agnieszka Zaporowska 

 

business telephone: +48 33 8279 236 (duty hours: 8.00 – 15.00) 
business e-mail address: azaporowska@ath.bielsko.pl 
 

IV. This document is for information only and does not constitute an offer within 
the meaning of Art. 66 § 1, of the Civil Code.    

 


